Microbiological assays for antibiotics and vitamins: considerations for assuring accuracy.
Factors that may influence the accuracy and precision of microbiological manual and semiautomated turbidimetric methods as well as diffusion assays are discussed. Influence of kind of equipment, media, test bacteria, sample preparation, form of dose response lines, operations, and personnel on quality of assays is examined with the objective of reducing to insignificance those factors under control of the analyst that are responsible for low quality assays.